The African Companies 


OBJECTIONS. 


| | all Perſons, That the Eng/i/h Moe ſt.- India Plantations. are of vaſt Advan- 
| * 333 ingdom, by the Riches they produce, and a Large Expence of our Own 

Manufactures, with a Continued Encreaſe of our Navigation which they occaſion. 

. 2dly, It is alſo acknowledged that the ſaid Plantations cannot ſubſiſt without a Large 
Supply of Negroes from the Coaſt of Africa. And the Sole Queſtion, and worthy the moſt 
Mature Thoughts of the Legiſlative Body, is by what Means the faid Trade may beſt be pre 
ſerved, and the Plantations furniſhed with great Plenty, on the Cheapeſt Terms. F 

4%, It his by Experience been found, and by the Farliament always Reſolved, That Ay 
av Caftles are abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving and carrying on that Uſeful Trade, which 

Reſolution has with good Reaſon been grounded on the following Confideration, vig. 


12. The Treachery and Falſhood of the Natives, who can no otherwiſe be kept in Awe, of 
obliged to deal with us upon the Square. 


The Practice of other Nations, who find that their Intereſt with the Natives, and Trade, 


/ 
ls is not to be preſerved without Fortifications. 


with them 


The Convenience of having always upon the Place a Stock of Engii/h Manufactures⸗ 
Goods to ſupply the continued Occafions of the Natives. 
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and other 


hly, The Exper 
e T5 at the Extraordinary 


ience of the African Company, who for above Thirty Years have carried on 
harge of Twenty or Thirty Thouſand Pounds per Ann. in 
Building and Maintaining Forts and Factories; which they would not have Expended, had it 
been praQticable to have otherwiſe preſerved the Trade from the Deſigns of their Competitors, 
and Infolence of the Natives, and even this very War; the Companies Forts at Gambia, Serre- 
tion and Sherbrow, have been Plundered and Demoliſh'd by the Enemy, which has coſt the 
Company a Confiderable Sum of Money to Refit, and will much more, before Compleated; 
beſides the great Loſs of Goods and Stores taken by the Enemy. 8 
Diuring the time that the Company managed the whole Trade by Vertue of their Charter, 
having upon the Encouragement thereof advanced their Money, the Plantations Encreaſed and 
Flouriſhed, and arrived to the Heig ht they now are. 


-gthly, But divers Perſons taking Liberty to Trade Separate from the Company, thereupsn the 


Company Perition'd the Parliament for Relief, and at that time ſome Perſons alledged, that if 


- the Trade was open, many Places would be Traded unto, as yet unknown, and thereby much 
more of the Exgliſb Manufacture expended, and that the Plantations would be furniſhed with 

Negroes at Cheaper Rates. Whereupon the Parliament was induced in the Year 1697 to make 
; 2 — by giving Permifſion to all Perſons, as well as the Company, to Trade to 
Africa, upon Payment of Ten per Cent. to the Company towards the Charges of their Forts 
which Trade has been accordingly carried on for Ten Years paſt, but has produced 


.2 quits di Effect than was ſuggeſted, as evidently appears in as much as, 
i A That the Private Traders have not in all this time found out any new Places of 
18 rade. 


„Au, By Means of many Ships coming ſometimes together to the Places where the 
{have Forts, and even by the Expectation of their Arrival, the Blacks, who are Subtle People, ta- 
"king Advantage thereof, haw not only lowered the Prizes of our own Commodities, but advan- 
- ced the Price of Negroes fran Three Pound per Head, to Ten, Eleven and Twelve Pounds per 
Head; all which Advantage the B/acks Gain, and the ſame is a clear Loſs to England, and 
{2 = hercby it comes to paſs, that the Planters are neceſſitated to pay a much higher Price for their 
| 7 Negroes than formerly. 5 | | 
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Za, The Blacks encouraged hereby Inſult the Companies Forts and Faftories. Detain their 
© 7Provitions, and create Diviſions on purpoſe to oblige he Compine to give them Preſents 8 
- | pound them, which Agreement they alſo break as ſoon as made, | 

E  -4thly, The Ten per Cent. as ſettled by Parliament, does not anſwer half of the Publick Charge, 
2 Will appear by the Accounts thereof, which muſt be acknowledged a very great Hardſhip 


- -upon the Company. | | 
5thly, Beſides the Private Traders, or the Commanders of their Ships, 
panies Affairs by miſtepreſenting them to the Natives, 


=: cauſe much Prejudice 
Compan 


and gives Opportunity and 


. EZEncouragemenr to the ies Factors to ſend Home the Companies Effects, and to apply 


them to their own Uf, 


68th, Other Nations taking Advantage of this Confuſion in 
knowing the Importance and Value of this Trade, 
deſtroy the Engliſh Intereſt, which they well know, 
the Principal Part of the African Trade, 
ties 19% ndia Colonies. 
or 
q _ Coaft, with the Extraordina 
the Trade with the Indirect 
Stock, as has obliged the 


the Management of the Exgliſb, 
endeavour with all their Art and Skill to 
v, if rightly managed, would bid faireſt for 
conſidering the Number and Strength of Her Maje- 


Charges which the Company are at, above their Proportion of 
ethods uſed by their Private Ships had ſo much exhauſted their 


Company fince paſfing the late Act, to calt in from their Members 
<7 iy Pounds upon their Stock: And it cannot be expected the Adventurers will advance, as 
dio again abſolutely neceſſary, a freſh Stock to Support their Fortifications and Settle- 
3 ee without a Proſpect of Profit by the Trade; and unleſs the ſaid Fortifications are main- 
ni 2 5 — 2 —— = — 3 of Foreigners, who ſtrive by all Methods ima- 
08 Able to bri. es upon the Eng/t mpany, in order to get the whole Trade i 
their own Rant, always aſſiſting both the 2 all other Aenne 


kerence with the Compan), and continually Promote it. 


p. li x amnen "wilt fat the 1 Fade 4% ſuch a Foot, as 
up 10 K reſerue the Forts and Fort: fications on the Coaſt of Africa, and 
fel Irpoſing © anioierably upon the Engilih as _ have done 
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Confderations on the Late AR bf Parliament for Settling che Trade to A F R IC * 
Anſwer d Paragraph by Paragraph. 


bad never been able to ſy 


- have diſcovered the Way up manx Rii s whith the Company never did; but beides, the Coaſt 
? an it were . need! make hazard 7 *. f 
LE — TIL L 2 = — Trade Rec to 2 A —_— 7. 


„Upon the whole, the High Prizes to which Negroes are by this Means raiſed on the 


Traders, to incline to have 


7 . : | — r 
g | i . ky Yd "13 
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Wherefore it is humbly boped that but the Trade ſuch a Foot as may 
. * Preſerve, Enlarge and —— dica, 10 the Gener age as 


and 1 4 their Forts, which they would not have done, had it not 


i 
a 
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ANSWER'D. 


HIS is agreed and is a ſtrong Argument againſt putting the Trade 
to Africa into the Power of a Company excluſive of all ober. 


Iſt, and ka 4 


3dly, It hath been found by Experience, that Forts and Caſtles are not ſo abſolutely 
— in order to carry on, and enlarge this Uſeful Trade, as the African Company would, 

almoſt had induced the Parliament to believe, ſo as by Way of Suppoſition to come to a 
Reſolution, that Forts and Caſtles wers neceſſary. The Benefit the Trade in general receives, 
and the Damage and Loſs the Separate Traders ſuffer, by Management of the Forts and Caſtles, 
will appear on the following Confiderations. 

1/7, The Natives of the Country ate not ſo Treacherous and Falſe as ented, nor do 
they at any Time offer the firſt Affront, ſo that there's no need of Forts or Caltles to keep them 
— * but the Forts are a Sanctuary to Protect the Company's Fattors after they have Abuſed 

atives. | | | 
adi, The Practice of other Nations is like that of the Engliſh African Com who uſe 
| Wore eo the ſame Purpoſe, cat Is, Chicfly ro hinder the rl of the People of their own 
Nation te Trade where ever they can prevent them. | | 
zaly, The Conveniency of having a Stock of Goods, of Engliſb Manufacture, and other Goods, 
always upon the Place, to ſupply the Occaſions of the Negroes, can have no great Advantage to 
the Trade in general, if well conſider d. 


neceſ· 


en 
— the African Company have had for carrying on their Trade 


4tbly, The Force 
they well know, and alſo how well they have managed the 30000 J. per Ann. for Building 
as they confeſs, to 


hinder the Deſign of their Competitors, (that is, the Free Traders,) when it is evident One 
Fourth Part of that Sum would, with Prudence, have been more than ſufficient, eſpecially fince 
the Forts of Gambio, Serrialone and Sherbrow, lye ſtill demoliſhed, 


During the Time the Company managed the whole Trade, by Virtue of their Charter, the 
Plantations were not ſufficiently ſupplied with Negroes, and the few they ſent were but indiffe- 
rent, and to ſome Plantations they ſent few or none, The Plantations of Virginia and Maryland 
rt themſelves, had it not been for Servants ſent from Exgland, 
which now no Man dare ſend for Fear of being proſecuted by a Statute Law; but fince the 
Trade to Africa was by the Wiſdom of Parliament laid open, the Plantations in general have 
Flouriſhed and Increaſed. a 

5thly, Divers Perſons did Trade Separate from the Company, and upon Encou of 
that Act many more did I ** ſo that the Trade was greatly Increaſed, and more Goods of 
all Sorts ſent out in a Year ot 


| | or: Two than the Company had formerly for a great many Years 
before, when the Take was und Ibelt Wiſe 


5 „Management; by which it is very demonſtrable 
that Act has produc'd and effected the End it was deſigned, and that in many Reſpetts. 


never did, and 


1% The Private Traders bare Traded to many Places where the Com 


greater Stock than is Traded with by the Company and Separate Traders altogether. 
 2d!y, When many Ships arrive * where the Company have Forts and Factories, the 
Blacks, who are Subtie People, take Notice thereof, and well they may, being ſuch a Rarity ; but 
what Advantage thoſe Poor People make ci it none upon Earth but the Company themſel ves can tell. 
But this can be made appear, that when any 1 Trading Ships comes near, nay, but within 
Sight of any of their — Forts, their Factors are immediately Summoned to Arms againſt 
the Invaders, and a ſtrong Watchsſet to guard the Shore, ſo that no Negroes muſt go off to the 
Separate Ships with their Canoos; but if they ſhould pet off by Stealth, are ſometimes Way- 
laid, and their Goods, which they have honeſtly Bought, taken from them, and their Canoos 
oftentimes fired at from the Companies Forts, when the Poor Negroes are ſeen go off to Deal with 
Separate Traders; and when the Separate Commanders go Aſhore, they have inſtead ofProteQti> 
on, as the AR directs, been abuſed; ſo that if the Price of Negroes have been advanced from 
3 L to 10 l. per Head, which is not fo in any other Part of the Coaſts than where the Company 
have Forts, is a plain Proof that this is occaſioned by the Companies Factors, who firſt quarref 
with the Natives, who will not Trade, and then the Inſtructions given by the Company (as we 
are inform'd) to Outdo and Underſel any Separate Traders. This, tho it is a Miſchief, (and 
Supported by thoſe who do little Good) yet it is no Loſs to the Nation; for Dearer everything 
is purchaſed abroad, the more Goods muſt be Exported to Purchaſe, which is chiefly W 
and other Manufactures of this Kingdom. Nor doch it always follow, that the Dearer every 
thing is Bought Abroad, the Dearer it is Sold at Home, moſt Underſtanding Merchants have 
found to the contrary. Bur then it is ſuppoſed they did not manage like the 2 Company. 
zely, If the Blacks Inſult the Companies Forts and Factories, and Detain their Proviſion, it 


is owing to the Companies Agents and Factors for Inraging them by their own Baſe Actions. 


4thly, If the 10 per Cent. doth not anſwer half the Charge, it is a plain ment it is well 
managed a Demonſtration of that by a True, Fair and Honeſt Account, would be very accep- 
table to the World. wo” | : 

5tbly, It is falſty inſinuated, that the Private Traders, or their Commanders, cauſe much Pre. 
judice to the Companies Affairs, by Miſrepreſenting to the Natives, when ir is well known that 
no Soul alive can repreſent them worſe than themſelves z befides, it gives great n to 
the Companies Factors to ſend their Effects by Private Traders, it would be well for the Fa- 
Cors if that were true, for then they might ſecure their Sallaries. 

6thly, Other Nations can take vo Advantage by any Confufion but what the Companies Forts 
make; for where there are neither Forts nor les the Merchants are protected by the Kings of 
the Country; and no Nation ſuffer'd to moleſt each other, nor have the Profpe&t or Hopes to de- 
ftroy the Engliſh Intereft ; the Companies Fort at Widdah was deſtroyed, when at the ſame Time 
the Engliſh and French Factors, Separate Traders, were Protected and Encouraged. | 

7thly, Upon the whole, what hath been faid in Relation to the High Prices of Negroes, the 
Extravagant Charges the Company put themſelves to, 1s wholly owing to themſelves, and if they 
manage it no better, may often have Occafion to call from their Members 200000 /. upon their 
Stock, which cannot be ſuppoſed the Adventurers will do, unleſs (Mad) or better Managed. Put 
the Caſe all the Forts were demoliſhed, it is not certain any Nation will trouble themſelves about 
them, as may appear by Gambio, Seralione and Sherbrow, no Nation as yet having thought it 
worth their Charge to Repair them. 58 


»efit of this Nation in general. 
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